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Evening Prayer Devotional 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 

Readings: Psalm 78:19-40;  Proverbs 31;  1 Timothy 5 

The portion of our psalm appointed for today is a classic 

type identified as a redemptive historical psalm. It is a 

call and response of recalling the redemptive acts of 

God in relationship to His people.  These kinds of psalms 

tend to reveal, in her history, how Israel relates to God 

and how God relates to Israel. The common thread we 

hear throughout this psalm, and therefore, throughout 

the history of Israel, is that despite Israel’s faithlessness, 

God is always faithful.   

 

Israel, much like the Church, finds herself drifting away 

from the LORD and the LORD wooing her back to Him. 

The psalm declares what God had done for them, and 

yet as quick as they were to return, they went back to 

their sinful ways. “Nevertheless, they flattered him with 

their mouth and spoke deceitfully to him with their 

tongue.” These types of Psalms are remarkable for the 

season of Lent, but especially in our current times. 

 

I think a common or pressing thought upon us in these 

days would be, “What the heck, God?” In our struggle 

living out our new “normal,” we can easily forget the 

mighty deeds of God from of 

old.  We forget how He has 

acted throughout all of time, 

all on behalf of His creation. 

And what do we learn about 

God’s divine activity in this 

world? It is what we are 

prone to reject, and it is that 

God has more love for us and 

His created order than we 

could ever imagine. This can 

be a hard saying when one 

considers history. Where 

was God here? Where was 

He there?   

What Scripture teaches us is that there is a hiddenness 

to God’s will in the world and His revealed will. What’s 

hidden is what we cannot see. We cannot see God’s will 

in the midst of such death, isolation, and anxiety in our 

current pandemic. When a hurricane hits and destroys 

lives, where is God’s will there? It is hidden. But what is 

God’s revealed will, and perhaps this is the will of God 

we should focus on despite what we cannot see. His  

revealed will was the death and resurrection of the 

eternal Son Jesus. His revealed will is to break into our 

world, be crucified for the sins of the whole world, and 

raised from the dead revealing even on our worst days 

that God will make all things new.  This is our hope. “But 

he was so merciful that he forgave their iniquities and 

did not destroy them.”  The will of God revealed is a love 

stronger than death, and a love that will not let our 

hearts go.   

 

Baptized child of the Triune God, rest easy upon your 

pillows tonight.  Amen. 

 


