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The following is an article taken from the report Joe Park gave to the congregation at the First Sunday 
Breakfast on March 3 regarding the work of our Search Committee for a new Rector. 
 

Search Committee Members: Joe Park, Chair; Vanessa Tootle, Brent Beaumont,  
Bridget Gardner, John Albert, Abbie Sprunger, Joe Park.  Ex Officio: Roger Ames, Bishop 
in Residence; Richard James, Council Warden; and David Reeves, Vestry Warden. 

Mission: Find a new Rector that pleases everyone (!). Pray for us! 

Procedure:  In the Anglican Church there are prescribed steps to follow in searching for 
a rector. 

1. Vestry and Rector select a chairman for the search committee and pray for divine leadership; the chair and the 
vestry select committee persons. This has been accomplished. 

2. The Vestry and Search Committee Chair meet with the diocesan Bishop to assess our congregational needs. We 
met with Bishop Lebhar this past summer when he stated his belief that we are most important to the diocese 
due to our stability and being the 2nd largest parish in the diocese. He also was very genuine in telling us that he 
understands our church dynamics, as well as Marc’s wonderful preaching skills. He gently told us that finding a 
replacement was not going to be that easy.   

3. Prepare a Parish Profile. This is the written piece that prospective candidates will get before being interviewed 
and how we make our first impression. Our profile has been approved by the vestry and the Bishop, but we 
also decided to seek input from the congregation. The Committee also sought input on a “Rector Profile”  
rating seven characteristics of a new rector. Copies were distributed at the Annual meeting and the deadline for 
responding was March 17th.  

4. All names for prospective candidates come through the bishop’s office. Names we know from our own  
congregation and networks must be referred to the diocesan office for vetting before we consider them. Bishop 
Lebhar informed us in January that he would be networking and also looking outside our diocese for  
candidates. He will send us names and resumes of candidates that might be a good match for us. 

5. The Search Committee will study resumes and listen to recorded sermons to begin to narrow down the list, so 
we find the most promising candidates. Then the committee interviews those remaining candidates via  
conference call.  

6. When we have a manageable number of maybe 3 to 6 candidates, we will send two-person teams to visit their 
parishes to hear them preach in their own environment.  

7. We will invite the remaining best candidates and spouses to Savannah for in-person interviews. 

8. The Search Committee will recommend a name to the vestry. If we are deadlocked, we could recommend two. 
The vestry makes the final decision.   

9. The candidate is approved by the Bishop. 

Rector Search Process 
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Timeline: We have been making sure that we are keeping up with the prescribed steps necessary so that we aren’t 
rushed into any decisions. The timeline that we are working under is determined by the fact that Marc Robertson 
turns 66 in the summer of 2020 and would like to retire late summer or early fall of that year. We began the search 
process in 2018 when Marc asked me to Chair this committee. Our hope is to call our new rector in the 2nd or 3rd 
quarter of next year, planning for a 1 month overlap between that person and Marc. There is much work and prayer 
needed before then.  

What about Joe? Before we look at the first resume we will make an assessment of Joe Gasbarre as a potential  
candidate. Joe has expressed his interest, and we are pleased to consider him first. This decision, guided by Bishop 
Lebhar and embraced by Father Marc and the committee, likely will be made by the end of June of this year.  

In all this process we ask your prayers for discernment, patience and wisdom. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact any of these Search Committee Members. 

 

Joe Park, Chair  jpark862@gmail.com 912-898-0801 

Vanessa Tootle v_maybury@yahoo.com  

Abbie Sprunger abbiepsmith@gmail.com  

Bridget Gardner bwg31411@gmail.com  

Brent Beaumont brentbeaumont@gmail.com  

John Albert  jalber45@comcast.net  

Search Committee 
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The Greek word for “bishop” is “episkopos” from which 

we get the term “episcopal.” It’s a compound word, 

coming from “epi” meaning “upon or “over” and 

“scopos” meaning “sight” (from which we get the word 

“scope”). So literally, a bishop is one who “looks over” 

or offers oversight in the Church. This is not merely a 

technical discussion of terms, it is a great gift God has 

given the Church! Through the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit the earliest structures of the Church established 

bishops as a ministry that provided oversight to its  

members, much like a shepherd provides oversight for 

the sheep. For those of us coming from independent or 

congregational church structures of governance, this 

might seem new and a little strange. While the Bible 

does not clearly teach any single form of church  

government, here is why an episcopal structure is  

helpful: 

First, it gives perspective. Church government is hardly 

noticeable when things are going smoothly, but when 

there is a crisis, or a substantial change within the 

church, perspective can be lost. Factions within the 

church square off, gossip abounds and differences  

become quickly magnified. Self-destructive behavior is 

born and the congregation suffers. A bishop, however, 

brings a perspective from outside the fray. Provided he 

wise and skilled, a bishop can listen more objectively, 

speak more directly and provide clearer direction when 

anxiety and discord reign. 

Second, an episcopal structure provides breadth. Our 

Creeds teach us to affirm the “catholic” Church. This is 

not merely an affirmation of the Roman Catholic 

Church, but of all churches who affirm the historic Faith 

as presented in Holy Scripture and taught throughout 

the centuries. A bishop represents that Faith: a Faith that 

has been believed “by all people, in all places, through-

out all time.” We are not isolated groups defined simply 

by the four walls of our building. We are connected to 

Christians throughout the world as well as Christians 

throughout the ages. 

Third, it provides relationship. I am glad to know our 

bishop, Neil Lebhar, for over 30 years. We first met and 

collaborated with one another in supporting and  

defending the life of the unborn through Episcopalians 

for Life. He is a wise man, a compassionate man, and 

someone I can trust. When I need a voice from 

“outside,” his is often the first one to which I listen. He 

makes me a better priest and pastor, and I believe I 

make him a better bishop – all by God’s grace. 

Bishop Lebhar will be visiting us on Sunday, June 9th. It 

is part of his call to be an “overseer.” His love for us, his 

commitment to us and his desire to see us flourish in the 

Gospel are all part of that call to watch over us. It will be 

a splendid day. Several will receive the rite of  

Confirmation. Two couples in our church will renew 

their wedding vows as they celebrate their 50th anniver-

saries. There will be friendship, laughter, conversation 

and direction as we look to the future. 

Be in prayer for this day of visitation, this day of 

“oversight.” 

- Fr. Marc 

“Oversight” is a Beautiful Thing… 

Bishop Lebhar and Fr. Marc  on  

Founders Day 2017 



 

Christ Church Anglican 2020 Bull Street Savannah, Georgia 31401 

WORSHIP 

5 

THE BELLS OF CHRIST CHURCH will embark on 

their 14th Outreach Tour June 4, 2019 and return to 

CCA to present a thrilling HOME CONCERT on  

Friday night, June 14 at 7 p.m. (reception following). 

“The kids are always so incredibly excited to return 

home, after being on the road and ringing their newest 

concert for so many churches, and bring it all back to 

share with their own church family,” says bell choir 

founder Mark Williams.   

 
While on the road, the choir will ring some ten  

concerts, including concert number 100!  Traveling to 

the Diocese of South Carolina and then through  

Richmond and into the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic, 

they will ultimately arrive at our nation’s capitol. During 

the daytime hours the bell choir will visit The Bible  

Museum, The Smithsonian, the Charleston Market, and 

take a night time tour of shiny Washington D.C.  But it 

is in the afternoons and evenings that the Bell Choir it-

self gets to shine. 

“Most folks never get to witness the incredible  

teamwork and hard work that this group of youth  

displays at each and every church they visit. It’s a sight to 

see,” says Williams. Arriving at church concert venues at 

4 p.m. each afternoon, the choir team unloads a fully-

packed 15-foot box truck with all of their bell cases and 

touring equipment, moves it all into the front of the 

church and then sets it all up including a CD sales area, a 

green room, and a touring Bell Museum. And all of this 

is followed by an hour of ringing warm up time, working 

out any kinks in the performance from the previous 

night’s performance, dinner, robing up, prayer time, and 

a full-length concert.   

Surprisingly, the most enjoyable part for a good number 

of the ringers is greeting and meeting the many concert 

goers who come up afterward to say hello and to try 

their hand at ringing a bell or two. Williams shares, “We 

are greeted by so many smiles from children, teens,  

seasoned citizens and all ages between wanting to share 

their love and support of the choir’s mission and to  

inquire about the 15 octaves of bells and chimes that 

adorn the bell tables. It never fails to be the most  

encouraging time of each outreach visit for the bell 

team. Williams concludes, “Bells are seen by folks as a 

fun and a happy thing and so they often open doors to 

witness and to share Christ’s love and joy to others 

through  

music.” 

It’s a rare thing these days to see a large group of  

dedicated and talented youth spend a whole school year 

honing their skills and becoming a precise musical team 

to then take it all on the road for two weeks and share 

the fruits with fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  We 

hope you will come and see it all and the group at their 

very best on Friday evening, June 14 at 7 p.m. at CCA! 

OUR FANTASTIC YOUTH BELL CHOIR ON TOUR 

Bell Choir on Tour in 2009. 
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Choir Concert 
The Concert Choir of the University of Charleston, WV 

will present a choral concert in the nave of Christ Church 

at 7 p.m. on May 9.  

 

 The choir, under the direction of Dr. Joseph Janisch, 

tours a portion of the U.S. each spring. Past tours have 

included trips to Illinois (Chicago), New York, Maryland, 

Michigan, Ohio,  

Pennsylvania, and Washington DC.   

 

An open invitation is extended to our congregation to 

come and hear this fine choir singing a 

 collection of secular and sacred works. 
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It is often said that the Anglican Way, while it is not the only way, is a 
helpful way to be Christian and even to stay Christian. Imagine  
drinking the best kind of wine, would you drink it from a plastic cup? 
Good wine is best served in its proper glass. The Anglican Way 
desires to provide, as best it can, the best glass for receiving the truth 
and beauty of the Gospel. There is an intentional relationship 
 between the Gospel message we receive with all of its benefits and 
implications, and the way we receive it both in the Word and the  
Sacrament. In this season of Eastertide, we will be engaging the  
Anglican Way in regards to the sacraments, liturgy, our history, and 
church governance. This will be the last section of our catechesis 
class before the bishop’s visit, and we encourage any and all people 

to come and grow into this tradition together.   

Eastertide Sunday School 

This upcoming Eastertide, our youth are prayerfully 
engaging the book of Acts. All youth, grades 6th-12th, 
are encouraged to join us Monday evenings in  
Hebron Hall, 5 p.m.-7 p.m.   
 
After our bell tour, youth group will be on Sabbatical 
and will resume in September.  However, there will be 
fellowship events and service opportunities all 
throughout the summer.  Last year we partnered with 
Hope Academy, and we hope to continue it this year.  

Youth Ministry 

Catechesis:  The Anglican Way 9:15 A.M. Chapel 
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For many who are new to Anglicanism, or even the idea of bishops in the Church, confirmation continually needs 
renewed catechesis (Christian instruction). In the book of Acts, a chief ministry of the apostles is the laying on of hands. We 
affirm bishops to be modern-day apostles in this ministry. The apostles (bishops) would receive those who were already  
baptized, and lay their hands on their heads praying for the Holy Spirit to confirm their faith and repentance in their baptism. 
It is a liturgical practice of renewal in the Holy Spirit for the life of the Church. It is here we see the furthering of the Spirit’s 
gifts and fruit among His people.   

There are two important levels of confirmation in the practice of the Church today. First, confirmation is offered to those 
who were baptized as children and were not given the opportunity to publically profess their faith. After their catechesis of 
the core of Christianity, they are presented to the bishop where they profess their faith and receive the laying on of hands. 
Again, it is an opportunity for our young people to take ownership of their own faith in Christ and their desire to follow 
Him. Second, confirmation is an opportunity for baptized adults to renew their faith and life within the Church. This renewal 
can take on many levels. It is for those who have strayed away from the life of the Church and sensed God’s call to return. 
Also, it is for those who desire to be members in our local congregation affirming and renewing their calling to Christ Church 
Anglican. And it is also for those who wish to join the Anglican Church in North America.   

There are many in my generation who are suspicious about joining a specific denomination and hanging their hat on one  
particular church. We often fear commitment and will look for what might be better elsewhere. We are constantly moving 
from one place to the next, wondering if life will get better with one more transition. There is a reason most of us are getting 
married late, and even having children later in life (To be fair, it is getting more difficult for a Christian millennial to find a 
spouse these days).   

However, most people in my generation are constantly self-actualizing, and what they need is ironically what they fight 
against: grounding in the consistent word of the Gospel and commitment into the life of the Church with its beauty, flaws, 
and even its warts. They need a consistent place that receives them in their wanderings and can even communicate Christ’s 
balm of grace in their messy lives. Perhaps they need liturgical expressions to affirm their place in the Church, and even  
receive the renewal of the Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands.      

Every year, our bishop visits us to support our ministry (which he shares in), worships with us, serves us in the ministry of 
confirmation, and will oftentimes honor our life together in blessing marriages, assisting with transitions in ministry, and  
provide pastoral leadership to our clergy and lay leaders. As Anglicans, we affirm a three-fold order of clergy. This includes 
bishops, priests, and deacons. Bishops are recognized as chief shepherds and overseers for the life of various churches within 
a geographical region. This is called a diocese. Priests are called into the local ministry of the church through both the  
appointed leadership in the congregation and the bishop. It is important to note that we do not affirm a superstitious  
mysticism around the office of the bishop. In other words, while he ministers in an elevated office, he is not personally a 
more spiritual Christian in relationship to God.  However, we also believe the office of the bishop (and therefore the bishop 
himself) is to be respected and honored for his shepherding oversight in the Church. We submit under his spiritual authority, 
so long as he submits under the authority of the Holy Scriptures. In their apostolic ministry, they are called to uphold,  
defend, and proclaim the apostolic faith given and entrusted to them. 

As you read this, if you sense a particular call by the Holy Spirit to pursue confirmation on any level, please contact me.  We 
begin this catechetical process in September, which carries us to the bishop’s visit in June. Catechesis is vital to confirmation 
because such preparation focuses on the core of Christianity; the Gospel, the Holy Scriptures, the Lord’s Prayer, the Creeds, 
the Ten Commandments, and the Sacraments. These areas do not only inform us, but they till the ground of our hearts for 
receiving the renewal of the Holy Spirit, and convert us again and again to Christ.     

- Fr. Joe 

Confirmation 
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Feast of the Ascension  
On May 30th we celebrate one of the major feasts in the life of the Church, the Feast of the Ascension. After Jesus’  
resurrection and time spent with his apostles, He ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father. As the  
apostles gazed above, angels appeared to them and questioned their gazing, reminding them that Jesus will one day return. 
The Ascension is best understood as the detonator for the sending of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus ascends so that He would 
send the Helper to His apostles, and by the Spirit’s very power, the Church would be born. The Ascension is the catalyst 
for the movement of the Church, providing the promise of Christ’s return but also the urgency of the Gospel. When the 
Holy Spirit came down upon the apostles, their eyes were opened to the urgency of the Gospel for all nations. Immediately 
after this event, Peter (the denying, drawing the sword fisherman), gives his first sermon, and it is clear this is not the same 
Peter. He opens the Scriptures revealing the mighty deeds of God in Jesus Christ, and thousands were converted. This all 
began with the Ascension.  

Have a gift for  

working with Children? 

 

Call the office to get  

connected (912) 355-7730 

Please join us for Holy Communion on Thursday, May 30th at 
5:30 p.m. in the Nave. This will be followed by a full dinner 
provided by the church.   
 

Please contact the church office (912)355-7730 to make  
reservations for dinner. Reservations must be made no later 
than May 28th at noon.  

Let us keep the feast! 
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Love for the Least (L4L) (https://lovefortheleast.org) has not forgotten.  
Christ Church Savannah has not forgotten.  
Many Christians have not forgotten.  

In “Camp Sandy,” a camp for Yezidi IDPs, the Yezidi women in traditional dress 
sat in orderly rows, patiently waiting for medical care, despite the cold and wind. 
These women were very accustomed to waiting. They and their families had  
endured terror and unspeakable genocide in their town of Sinjar. 
 
You may remember the graphic drama that occurred as they fled to Sinjar Mountain in 2014 as ISIS destroyed their town. 
Their rescue by Kurdish and Yezidi troops, joined by other nations, was the beginning of a strong offensive to defeat ISIS. 
In an editorial from Voice of America, it is reported: 
 

When ISIS seized control of Sinjar and the surrounding countryside, they immediately began to destroy Yezidi 
shrines, and to slaughter Yezidi civilians. Thousands of people, particularly men and boys, were executed, while 
thousands more, especially women and girls, were abducted and raped as sex slaves by ISIS fighters. 

Of the 200,000 people who fled from their homes in the city and the surrounding villages, some 50,000 took ref-
uge on Mount Sinjar. There they were surrounded and trapped by ISIS fighters. Within three days, dozens of  
Yezidis, nearly all of them children, began to die of dehydration. They called family around the world, including in 
America, begging for help to escape the siege. 

They now live in a UN tent camp with very few resources and have en-
dured freezing winters and blistering summers for five years. In the rain 
and chill (50°), we met children who were in sockless sandals or  
barefoot. As a non-Muslim, religious and ethnic minority, the Yezidis are 
accustomed to being despised and abused. This was the 74th genocide 
against the Yezidi people. 

Our Christ Church team of Claudia Thomas, Susan Moore, Lori  
Kennedy, Clark and Carol Rogers Smith joined with L4L volunteers to 
form an amazing 18-person team. We had come to Kurdistan to provide 
medical care, love, and prayer ministry for Syrian Muslim refugees, IDPs, 
and Yezidis in Northern Iraq. 

A team of young professionals and students, Kurdish and Yezidi, 
worked as translators, pharmacists, medical assistants and logistical  
support. Our team was the first to be made up of Christians, Kurdish 
Muslims and Yezidis. We saw the Lord provide just the people and  
supplies that were needed. 

 

Has the World Forgotten the 
Victims of ISIS? 
Mission Report: Kurdistan, Iraq 
 
By Clark Smith 

Yezidi Women waiting. 

CCA Team departing for Kurdistan 
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We saw miracles as the team worked together to diagnose, treat, pre-
scribe and pray for physical and emotional healing. People suffered from 
trauma (one woman had lost ten children). There was injury, chronic 
pain and disease. Sad faces were filled with joy as healing prayer was re-
ceived, pain was relieved, and love was given.  

The Yezidis’ most frequent response was multiple kisses and an embrace. 
One translator exclaimed, “It’s a miracle!” as he saw the Lord heal a 
young girl who had not spoken for a long while. 

Dedicated team members made creative efforts to provide fun activities 
for children in cramped spaces, often without translation. Children  
everywhere know how to play and experience joy even in the midst of 
sorrow. 

Through their Advent Conspiracy fundraiser L4L distributed coats, 
shoes, socks, blankets, gifts and food to Syrian refugees and Kurdish and 
Yezidi IDPs, sharing the love of Jesus. We were reminded of the Bible’s  
instruction to care for widows and orphans, James 1:27. 

Christian villages in the Nineveh Plains were also brutally attacked by ISIS. As a Chaldean Catholic community, the town of 
Alqosh sheltered many IDPs in their homes. Our team was able to offer medical care and healing prayer in their  
community and work with children in their orphanage and school.  

The L4L home team in Kurdistan is well equipped and passionately committed to sharing the Gospel. Questions and con-
versations lead to invitations to small discovery bible study groups which lead the participants to Christ. In addition, their 
partnership with the indigenous believers and new believers places them in a strong position to demonstrate Christ’s love. 
The small evangelical church is made up of six different ethnic groups who historically despised each other until being 
brought together as brothers and sisters in Christ. We were able to worship in the evangelical church in Duhok and provide 

a clinic there for Christians and their Muslim neighbors. 

So, what was the witness of our Anglican team of 18 from 
around the US? We had to rely on serving and showing the 
Lord’s love rather than outright evangelism. This is a Matthew 
25:34-36 ministry. On this our third mission to Kurdistan, it 
was very dear to see that people whom we worked with in past 
visits had become new believers.  

Many members of Christ Church contributed to the L4L  
Advent Conspiracy. It is our hope that many of us will  
contribute to their “Let There be Light”  campaign to equip 
Yezidi tents with a solar light, water filter and a book of Psalms. 
A new team of 7-9 from Christ Church will return to Kurdistan 
this fall. 

Please join us in praying for the Lord’s work in Kurdistan. Pray 
for wise decisions to be made by international powers.  

Pray for Muslims and Yezidis to receive visions and dreams of 
Jesus. Pray for the Kingdom to come! 

Has CCA forgotten the victims of ISIS?  
No, we have not! 

-  Playing in Kurdistan. 

Stacy Kramer and Carol Rogers Smith praying for 

a Yezidi woman. 
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It’s A Wrap : Tour of Homes 2019 

I am so excited to report that the 84th Savannah Tour of Homes and Gardens is almost complete! At the time of this 
newsletter publication we are in the final work for 2019. Closing out the books, sending out surveys, assessing the guest 
experiences and opening the grant process to name a few things. By the end of June we will have completed all activity 
for 2019. 

The grant application for 2019 was made available via the church website on April 29. All applications need to be  
received in the church office by May 17, 2019 no later than noon. Decisions will be made in late May and we anticipate 
notification of the awards in early June. Look for a full report on 2019 and some basic information about 2020 in  
upcoming newsletters.  

2019 was an extraordinary year to say the least. A lot of change took place this year. This was the first time since 1977 
that we managed all efforts of the Tour. We tried different ways of doing things. There were new vendors and home 
owners. Several new corporate sponsors came on board. We used almost 400 volunteers. God had us through all of it! 
Look for a full report on 2019 and some basic information about 2020 in upcoming newsletters.  

Serving the Lord in this space has been a humbling experience and one I will cherish forever.  
 
Thank you all for your support and help! 

- Debbie Cela 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

42  happy Kairos participants who witnessed the love of God in their own lives, many because of the notes our Little 
Church children wrote to them.  
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SAM: Statesboro Anglican Mission 

The Lord continues to move in exciting ways in the Statesboro Anglican Mission (SAM)! We have experienced a season 
of growth in our fellowship this Spring – in both numbers and in our love for each other. We are supporting each other 
through transitions at work, birthdays, illnesses, and all of life’s other blessings and challenges. In it, the Lord continues 
to be faithful. 

We are finishing our study of Law and Gospel: A Theology for Sinners (and Saints) by William McDavid, Ethan Richardson, 
and David Zahl in our Thursday night small group. We have been really blessed and challenged by this book. Please 
continue praying for SAM and for those in Statesboro that God is calling to join our fellowship. More specifically, 
please be in prayer regarding our participation in the Gulf Atlantic Diocese Curacy Program. We are excited about the 
ways the Lord will use the curacy program to build His kingdom in Statesboro! 

We continue to hold our Sunday evening Holy Eucharist services twice a month at the Statesboro YMCA. We would 
welcome you all to join us and help spread the word! You can keep in touch through our Facebook page 
(@StatesboroAnglicanMission). If you are interested in learning more about Statesboro Anglican Mission, please send a 
message through Facebook or speak to one of us on a Sunday morning! 

-Jamie Scalera  

MEET THE SAMMIES!  

Lauren Bayliss is part of the core leadership team for SAM and is also a 
member of the Christ Church Anglican Parish Council. Lauren is an  
Assistant Professor of Public Relations at Georgia Southern University on 
the Statesboro campus. In her job, she researches health communication 
strategies and teaches students who are pursuing careers in Public  
Relations. Lauren lives in Savannah with her sister and their two dogs. In 
June, Lauren will be confirmed by Bishop Neil Lebhar at CCA.  We are so 
blessed to have her as part of our fellowship! 

Nickname for members of the core leadership team for SAM. 
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The Fourth-Century Church historian, Eusebius, tells us 
that James, the brother of our Lord (and most likely the 
author of the epistle that bears his name) prayed so often 
on his knees that he developed calluses, much like a  
camel, on his knees! As a term of affection and respect, 
some of his closest compatriots called him “Old Camel 
Knees.” Centuries later, colleagues of Thomas Cranmer, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury during the  English  
Reformation, gave the same term of endearment to him as 
a testimony of his constancy in prayer. Men in prayer are a 
powerful and serious investment in the life and  
mission of the church. 
 
For three Saturdays in May, the Men of Christ Church Anglican (MCCA) will engage in breaking bread and praying 
together. The co-leaders of this gathering will be Fr. Marc and Dr. Scott Hafemann. 

Scott and his wife, Deborah, are new members of Christ Church Anglican. Scott is a true treasure of biblical knowledge 
and faithful teaching. He most recently taught at the Divinity School of St. Andrew’s University in Scotland. Prior to that, 
Scott was on the faculty at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary and before that, Wheaton College outside of Chicago. 
He is the author of several books, one of the most recent being, The God of Promise and the Life of Faith. 

Scott and Marc will introduce a historic collect from Cranmer as a guiding platform for prayer. Afterward, men will have 
an opportunity to pray together.. All men of the parish are invited to join us on May 11th, 18th and 25th from  
7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m. in Hebron Hall. Coffee and bagels will be provided. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Join the authors  of How Neighborhoods Make Us Sick - Restoring Health &  
Wellness to Our Communities  as they explore themes of their newly released 
book:, How Neighborhoods Make Us Sick and insights toward becoming 
more thoughtful and equipped neighbors, to our city, and Thomas Square. 
Whitefield Center Monday, May 13th from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   
 
All are welcome!  
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Easter Sunday At CCA 
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I had the pleasure of spending a lovely Sunday afternoon 

getting to know Anna and Bob Sisk a bit better for this 
article. Anna and Bob have been attending Christ Church 
– first Episcopal and now Anglican – since 1988. They 
attend the 8 a.m. service and are both active in several 
ministries. I have gotten to know them much better as we 
went through the Stephen Ministry training course  
together, and I thought that the congregation would enjoy 
getting to know them better through this article. 

Recently Fr. Marc said that a good way to get to know 
someone you don’t know is to sit down next to them and 
say to them “Tell me your story.” Anna and Bob’s story is 
one of blessing. Although they would blush, it was en-
couraging to hear their life stories that were centered on 
Christ, hard work, loyalty and family. In this current  
environment of such fast-changing cultural and moral 
shifting, listening to Anna and Bob reflecting on their 
lives was like taking a refreshing swim in a clean lake. 

Anna began her journey as the only child of hard-working 
educators. She knew early on that she didn’t want to go 
into teaching because she had grown up watching her 
parents working long hours on lessons, studying, grading 
and all the activities that accompany the life of a teacher.  
Of course, the Lord had a different plan and Anna did 
indeed become a teacher after majoring in Health and 
Physical Education, graduating from Stetson University. 
This was largely due to Anna’s life-long experience of  
being a camper and then counselor at Camp Greystone in 
Hendersonville, N.C. She would eventually teach middle 
and high school, drive sport teams to events in school 
buses, teach college and finally work as a school counselor 
right here in Chatham County. Some of that took place 
while raising four active children! 

Bob’s path began in Muskogee, Oklahoma, although his 
family moved to Mississippi during his third-grade year, 
which explains his lovely accent!  He attended Mississippi 
State on a football scholarship which he played for his 
first two years of college until an injury side-lined him.  
He graduated with a degree in Agriculture and then an 
MBA but mainly with a desire to get a job and get on with 
life – he wasn’t too particular about the job, he just  
wanted to get on with it! He started out with IBM and it 

was during this time that he and Anna met on the  
recommendation of a friend.  Their first date started out 
with some bumps, as the first two restaurants they went 
to were closed, it being a Sunday evening. Bob clearly was 
thinking more about the lovely young lady sitting in his 
car!  Evidentially, it didn’t put Anna off as they were  
married some two years later. 

Their early life was marked by many moves to follow 
Bob’s journey up the corporate ladder. He had joined 
Swift & Co., a meat-packing company, which evolved into 
a career in the fertilizer industry. They lived in Gainesville, 
Atlanta, Chicago, Wilmington, Augusta and ended up in 
Savannah. During this time, they managed to have four 
children, two girls and two boys. Anna didn’t work while 
her children were young, but picked her professional ca-
reer back up when they were older. She did add Director 
to Camp Greystone to her resume, a position she began 
in 1979 and retained until 1999.   

Introducing: Bob and Anna Sisk 
By Susan Moore 

Anna and Bob Sisk attend 8 a.m. service.  
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Those details are the canvas upon which Anna and Bob 
lived out their lives. When I asked them what the best 
thing that ever happened in their lives, Bob immediately 
jumped in and said that marrying Anna was by far the 
best thing that happened to him. When asked to expand 
upon that he said that her commitment to Christ, her 
stable and organized personality has kept their family 
glued together in an organized fashion. Anna’s response 
was a bit more reflective. She felt that her upbringing 
with such a strong family unit of Christian parents and 
grandparents was instrumental in molding her into the 
woman she is now. Of course, marrying Bob is a  
continuation of her fortunate life experiences. She said 
that she knew that in marrying Bob she was joining  
herself to a man who would never give up on her or their 
marriage.  He was a rock to be depended upon. 

Anna just turned 80 this January which has begun a peri-
od of reflection for her. She feels she can let go of con-
trolling every activity she is involved in. She is content 
these days to be a worker bee, rather than the Queen Bee 
who is in charge of giving everyone their marching or-
ders. But that doesn’t mean she is slacking off! She and 
Bob are both Visiting Eucharistic Ministers, meaning they 
take communion to shut-ins who desire it. They are both 
active Stephen Ministers; in fact, Anna was one of the 
proponents of developing Stephen Ministry at CCA, way 
back when we were still at Johnson Square. Their caring 
and loving hearts make them perfect Stephen Ministers.  
They are no strangers to heartache themselves, having 
lived through two of their adult children successfully  

battling serious illness. These experiences help make 
them empathetic and loving care-givers to their  
care-receivers.  Anna plays tennis a couple of times a 
week and Bob is still swinging those golf clubs. They are 
both active in Bible Study groups at the Landings, and are 
grandparents to nine grandchildren ranging in age from a 
senior graduating from UGA this year to a sixth grader. 
God is good! 

I asked them what Bible verse jumps out at them as  
significant and Anna immediately chimed in with  
Proverbs 3:6, “In all thy ways acknowledge him and he 
shall direct thy path.” Bob seemingly had many swirling 
in his head but landed on Proverbs 9:10, “The Fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” How fitting these 
scriptures are for these faithful servants of God!  I felt a 
sense of peace and joy sitting with them in their home. 
What an example they are to us.  If you have the chance 
at a first Sunday breakfast or some other occasion, you 
will be blessed if you sit next to Bob or Anna and ask 
them their story.   

May their example of faithful servanthood in their places 
of employment, church and family inspire the generations 
coming along behind them. 

 

Are you friendly?  

 

We need you in the  

Newcomers Ministry. 

 

Call the office to get  

connected (912) 355-7730 
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RECURRING EVENTS  

Meeting  Day/Time  Location   

Youth Group  Mondays 5 PM (weekly)  Hebron Hall   

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  Mondays 7 PM  Choir Loft   

Staff Meeting Tuesdays 10:30 AM (weekly) Hebron Hall 

Choristers’ Rehearsal  Wednesdays 4:30  Tucker Choir Room   

Choir Dinner  Wednesdays 6 PM  Hebron Hall   

Parish Choir Rehearsal  Wednesdays 7 PM  Tucker Choir Room   

Parish Prayer  Fridays 12 PM (weekly)  Whitefield Center   

NA Meetings  Fridays 6 PM (weekly)  Hebron Hall   

Compline Choir Rehearsal  Sundays 7:30 PM (weekly)  Choir Loft   

Folk Group Rehearsal  Sundays 12:15 PM (every other week)  Nave   

The Lunch Place (Isaiah 58) 1st and 3rd Thursdays 10:30 AM  Hebron Hall   

Parish Council 2nd Thursdays 6 PM  Hebron Hall   

Finance Committee  3rd Thursdays 5 PM  Hebron Hall   

Tour of Homes Board Meeting  3rd Thursdays 4 PM  Hebron Hall   

Vestry Meeting  4th Thursdays 6 PM  Hebron Hall   

Parish Register 
Baptisms 

 Kaitlyn Ellen Duckworth, on  April 20, 2019 

 Chad Steven Duckworth, on April 20, 2019 

 

Deaths & Sympathy 

Our sympathy goes to: 

 Toni Dunahm on  the death of her husband, Chester, on March 31, 2019 

 Katie Beaumont on the death of her grandmother, Marilyn Burns, on April 27, 2019 

For more information on upcoming events, go to www.cca.sav.org and click on “CALENDAR.” 
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David Reeves, Vestry Warden  Jim Gardner, Chancellor 

Richard James, Council Warden Lea Stevens, Clerk 

Warren Thrasher , Treasurer  Sharon Lawson   

Craig Clements   Bridget Gardner  

Jerry Reeves   Larry Sprague| 

Mark Johnson 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Marc Robertson, Rector  Richard James, Council Warden 

Katie Beaumont, Parish Life Admin. Joe Gasbarre, Parish Catechist 

Mark Williams, Parish Musician Lauren Bayliss  

Daniel Hughes   Steve Dantin  

Susan Moore   Gay Park   

Sharon Mays   Brian Dennison  

Claudia Thomas  

  

CLERGY 
The Reverend Marcus B. Robertson, Rector 

The Reverend Joseph G. Gasbarre, Parish Catechist 

The Reverend Gregory J. Malley, Deacon 

The Reverend Sally Lufburrow, Deacon 

The Reverend Stephen Dantin, Deacon 

The Reverend Kirk Duffy, Deacon 

The Reverend Bob LeFavi, Mission Priest 

The Right Reverend Neil G. Lebhar, Bishop 

  The Right Reverend Roger Ames, Bishop in Residence 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Mark K. Williams, Parish Musician 

Cindy Marshall, Assistant Parish Musician 

Daniel Hughes, Youth Assistant  
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