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Daily Devotional 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 

Readings:  Acts 1:1-14 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

One of the assigned readings for Evening Prayer anticipates the Feast of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

It is to be noted that the coming of the Spirit came after a 
time of waiting, in obedience to our Lord’s command to 
“wait for the promise of the Father” (verse 4). In the  
midst of that waiting, the Spirit fell upon the apostles,  
the Church was born and the mission of God to all the  
world was set in motion. 

We, too, are waiting. We’ve been told to wait by numerous 
governmental officials, medical experts and church leaders. 
But what are we waiting for? For the pandemic to end?  
For a return to “normal?” Waiting for such things is  
understandable, but not ultimately faithful. Is it not possible 
that waiting in these times is a waiting for a fresh coming  
of the Holy Spirit?  

In many a dark season in the life of humanity, faithful  
Christians looked to God for a special visitation, a divine 
movement, led by the Holy Spirit. Revival and renewal were 
the result. People who would not have given Christianity 
 a second thought were, due to the difficulties of the day, 
searching for something real, something substantial,  
something that took them beyond the challenges that  
beset them. 

May we not simply “look at” this time as a difficult  
challenge, but may God give us eyes to “see through” this time as a window for the Holy Spirit to enter in ways that 
could not have happened otherwise. May we, by God’s grace, be filled anew with the power of the Holy Spirit,  
becoming Christ’s witnesses to a world looking for hope.  

– Fr. Marc 

 

 

Almighty God, on this day, through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, you revealed the way of eternal life 
to every race and nation: Pour out this gift anew, that by the preaching of the Gospel your salvation may 
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Collect for Pentecost Sunday, ACNA Book of Common Prayer, page 614 


